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NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION TRAINING PROGRAM ‘ee360' ANNOUNCES COMMUNITY
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION FELLOWS
Fellows to Implement Innovative Educational Programs in 32 Communities across the United States,
India, Nepal, New Zealand, and China

WASHINGTON, DC, August 16, 2018—Thirty-two outstanding Fellows from around the world have
been selected by the North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) in
cooperation with U.S. EPA to help address community environmental and social issues around the
world. These Fellows represent a diverse group of talented educators and conservationists who are
using the power of education to help tackle tough issues in their communities and striving to create
a more equitable and sustainable world.

The fellowship program is a part of the National Environmental Education Training Program
established by the U.S. EPA's Office of Environmental Education, a national professional
development program that has been building the professional capacity of educators since 1992.
NAAEE, in cooperation with U.S. EPA, leads a consortium of nonprofit, higher education, and federal
partners in the latest phase of the program, called ee360. The consortium works together to provide
professional development opportunities for educators and strengthen the field of environmental
education. The program also focuses on building leadership skills and providing high-quality
resources for the field.

This class of 32 Fellows represents 14 states, along with the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico,
and four countries: India, Nepal, New Zealand, and China. Support for the international Fellows was
made possible through a generous grant from the Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation. The goals of
the fellowship are to bring talented and passionate community leaders together to hone their
community leadership skills (including strategic communications, fundraising, evaluation, strategic
planning, and more) and build a professional learning community that Fellows can tap into as they
develop a local community action project. All Fellows are using education to address an
environmental threat and improve community well-being.

“I'm blown away by this group of leaders. They are inspiring, passionate, skilled, and committed
change makers! As the world continues to grapple with the right strategies to address
environmental threats, we can't forget that community education and action are some of the most
effective tools in our toolbox,” said Judy Braus, Executive Director of the North American Association



for Environmental Education. "The wonderful exchange of ideas, experiences, stories, and resources,
as well as the lasting bonds that were built during their time together at the leadership workshop,
have given these fellows an invaluable boost to their projects, scaling the impact of their work to a
new level.”

Fellows were selected based on four key criteria: experience in environmental education,
commitment to community development, engagement in community partnerships, and creation of
innovative solutions. These Fellows are working on projects ranging from getting young people
engaged in ecologically sound farming practices to building community resilience, promoting citizen
science programs to tackling water quality, showcasing the links between sanitation, health, and the
environment, and using virtual reality to promote caring about marine issues.

As part of the eighteen-month program, Fellows benefit from:

e Anintensive five-day leadership and professional development workshop held in July 2018

e Engaging webinars throughout the duration of the program

e Access to mini-grant funds to support innovative community action projects

e Mentoring and networking opportunities, including access to NAAEE's eePRO professional
development site

e Scholarships to attend the 2018 NAAEE Annual International Conference, a gathering of
more than 1,000 environmental education leaders from around the world

To learn more about the fellows and their planned community action projects,
visit http://www.naaee.org/ee360fellowship.
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About ee360

An ambitious multi-year initiative, ee360 connects and promotes innovative leaders dedicated to
advancing environmental literacy for everyone, everywhere. Led by the North American Association
for Environmental Education (NAAEE), ee360 is made possible through funding and support from
U.S. EPA and seven partner organizations representing universities and nonprofits across the
country, and five federal agencies. Through this partnership, ee360 brings together more than

four decades of expertise to grow, strengthen, and diversify the environmental education field.
Visit www.ee360.org to learn more.
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