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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Begin with housekeeping and Q&A
We’re here today to share some information with you about an exciting new opportunity stemming from a partnership between the U.S. Department of Education, NOAA, and the North American Association for Environmental Education, or NAAEE. 
Bronwen and T’Noya intros

My name is Bronwen Rice, and I am the national coordinator for the NOAA Bay Watershed Education and Training (B-WET) program. I sit at the NOAA Office of Education in Washington, DC. 

Thanks to the Department of Education for the chance to share this opportunity with you today! 
NOAA is an agency that enriches life through science. Our reach goes from the surface of the sun to the depths of the ocean floor as we work to keep the public informed of the changing environment around them.
From daily weather forecasts, severe storm warnings, and climate monitoring to fisheries management, coastal restoration and supporting marine commerce, NOAA’s products and services support economic vitality. NOAA’s dedicated scientists use cutting-edge research and high-tech instrumentation to provide citizens, planners, emergency managers and other decision makers with reliable information they need when they need it.
NOAA education programs use NOAA science to promote stewardship and informed decision making, an important way of supporting our agency mission.



OBJECTIVES OF THIS WEBINAR:
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▸ Introduce the 2024 eeBLUE Watershed STEM (science, 
technology, enginee ring and  m athem atics) Educa tion  
Partne rsh ip  gran ts

▸ Review som e  im portan t in form ation  about the  curren t 
request for p roposa ls. 

▸ Answer questions from  poten tia l applican ts

Presenter
Presentation Notes

In this presentation we will share information about the current opportunity and answer your questions. If there are any questions we can’t answer on the webinar today we will review with our team and post an answer in our FAQ.
There will be another Q&A Session February 29th, 3pm ET
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eeBLUE WATERSHED 
STEM EDUCATION 
PARTNERSHIP 
GRANTS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Interagency Partnerships
Offer authentic STEM content and experiences to participating students
Build capacity to offer STEM programs going forward
Provide opportunities to engage with STEM subject matter experts
Effectively leverage the impact of multiple federal STEM education investments

Other ED interagency partnerships:
Current: NASA
Former: IMLS, NPS/Interior




WATERSHED STEM PARTNERSHIP GRANTS

▸ Competitive grants issued by NAAEE will fund 
experienced  environm enta l educa tion  provide rs 
(NOAA partne rs) to  connect with  loca l 21st CCLC 
site s and  de live r h igh ly engaging STEM 
experiences.

▸ Projects will use  the  NOAA Bay-Wate rshed  
Educa tion  and  Tra in ing ( ) Meaningfu l 
Wate rshed  Educa tiona l Experience  (MWEE) 
fram ework

▸ Com petition  in form ation : 

B-WET

Website  Link
4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NAAEE is our implementation partner


https://www.noaa.gov/office-education/bwet
https://naaee.org/programs/eeblue/eeblue-watershed-stem-education-partnership-grant-program
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Nita M. Lowey 
21st CENTURY 
COMMUNITY LEARNING 
CENTERS (21st CCLC)
▸ ED’s 21st CCLC program provides 

academic enrichment opportunities 
during non -school hours for children, 
particularly students who attend high -
poverty and low -performing schools 

▸ State education agencies conduct 
competitions to award 21st Century 
Community Learning Center grants.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 21st CCLC program:
Helps students meet state and local learning standards in core academic subjects, such as reading and STEM;
Offers students a broad array of enrichment activities to complement their regular academic programs
Provides literacy and other educational services to the families of participating children




NOAA 
Bay Watershed 
Education and 
Training (B -WET) 6

https://www.noaa.gov/office-education/bwet

Presenter
Presentation Notes
++Background on B-WET
B-WET is a competitive grant program that supports MWEE implementation and related professional development in K-12 educational settings, through 7 regional programs around the US. This partnership will rely on the experience of NOAA Partners like past and present B-WET grantees.

The B-WET program currently serves seven geographic areas of the country: California, Chesapeake Bay, Great Lakes, Gulf of Mexico, Hawai'i, New England, and the Pacific Northwest.  Regional implementation allows B-WET programs to support grantee capacity-building and to connect grantees to local NOAA assets and relevant STEM expertise, while being responsive to local education and environmental priorities. 




https://www.noaa.gov/office-education/bwet


The Meaningful Watershed 
Educational Experience (MWEE) is a 
learner -centered framework that 
focuses on investigations into local 
environmental issues and leads to 
informed action.
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What is a Meaningful 
Watershed Educational 
Experience (MWEE)?

Learn more about the NOAA B -WET MWEE: 
https://www.noaa.gov/education/explainers/noaa -meaningful -
watershed -educational -experience

Presenter
Presentation Notes
B-WET supports MWEEs
MWEEs are multi-stage activities that include learning both outdoors and in the classroom and aims to increase understanding and stewardship of watersheds. They are learner centered experiences that focus on investigations into local environmental issues that lead to informed action and civic engagement.

We know MWEEs are effective in that they are modeled on best practices for STEM-based environmental education, and from what we know from years of evaluation as part of the B-WET program. The MWEE project-based approach also aligns with the Next Generation Science Standards.

Include student exploration of local environmental issues through sustained, teacher-supported programming inside and outside of the classroom
Build on the best practices for environmental education.

In particular, MWEEs help: 
Promote situated learning in engaging, authentic, life-relevant contexts
Increase Student Engagement
Increase standards-based Student Achievement with rich opportunities for 3 dimensional learning
Advance 21st Century Learning Skills: Collaboration and teamwork; Creativity and imagination; Critical thinking; Problem solving
Encourage Environmental Stewardship and Civic Responsibility
Support Scientific and Environmental literacy


BACKGROUND IF NEEDED:
There are 4 main components of what students should do as part of a MWEE:

Issue Definition:
Students focus on an environmental question, problem, or issue requiring background research and investigation. They learn more about the issue through classroom instruction, the collection of data, conducting experiments, talking to experts and reviewing credible publications. 

Outdoor Field Activities:
Students participate in multiple outdoor field experiences sufficient to investigate the issue. This may include collecting data or making observations and can occur on school grounds or at an off-site location. 

Stewardship and Civic Action:
Students brainstorm and evaluate solutions to the issue and then take action! Action comes in many forms but it should be student-driven. 

Watershed Restoration or Protection (e.g., create schoolyard habitat, planting trees or grasses, invasive species removal, community cleanup, stormwater management)
Everyday Choices (e.g., reduce/reuse/recycle/upcycle, composting, energy conservation, water conservation)
Community Engagement (e.g., presentations, social media, event-organizing, messaging at community events/fairs/festivals, mentoring, PSAs, flyers, posters)
Civic Action (e.g., town meetings, voting, writing elected officials/decision makers, meeting with elected officials to learn about policy aspects of watershed monitoring and habitat restoration)

Synthesis and Conclusions:
Students identify, synthesize, and apply evidence from their investigations to draw conclusions and make actionable claims about the issue.
They should also have the opportunity to communicate results and conclusions to an external audience such as other classrooms, schools, parents, or the community.

These elements are not linear, but each may occur at multiple times throughout the experience continuing to refine the questions and conclusions.



https://www.noaa.gov/education/explainers/noaa-meaningful-watershed-educational-experience


WATERSHED STEM PROJECT ACTIVITIES
Will include:

eeBLUE Watershed STEM Education Partnership grant projects:
▸ are  im plem ented  as academ ic enrichm ent during non-school hours;
▸ use  best practice s for STEM educa tion  focusing on  the  environm ent as a  core  e lem ent of STEM 

investiga tions;
▸ address specific 21st CCLC site  program  objectives (such  as increasing student engagem ent and  

achievem ent, supporting college  and  caree r readiness, re sponding to fam ily m em bers' needs)
▸ em phasize  project based  learn ing, m axim ize  youth  voice  and  em powerm ent, and  include  

opportunitie s for student re flection  and  m eaning-m aking;
▸ draw on NOAA scientific inform ation  and  re sources and  MWEE best practice s;
▸ engage  students in  hands-on  environm enta l educa tion  opportunitie s tha t take  p lace  both  

outdoors and  indoors; 
▸ m ee t the  student learn ing and  sta ff capacity build ing needs of 21st CCLC program  site s;
▸ include  opportunitie s for m utua l sharing of expe rtise  be tween environm enta l educa tion  provide rs 

and  21st CCLC sta ff;
▸ ensure  21st CCLC sta ff support students ' participa tion  in  the  environm enta l educa tion  project; 

and
▸ prom ote  student in te re st in  STEM caree rs.

Project m ode ls m ay vary based  on  a fte r-school vs. sum m er program m ing and in  re sponse  to partne r site  
needs, bu t a  typica l engagem ent is expected  to be  a  m inim um  of 1-2 hours pe r week a t each  site  ove r a  6 
to  10 week pe riod  each  year of project im plem enta tion .
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Funds will be provided to organizations with established NOAA-related environmental education capacity (NOAA Partners).
The intention is to foster new partnerships between environmental education providers and local 21st CCLC sites to design and implement locally relevant out-of-school time programs. 
A single program curriculum has not been developed. NOAA partners will collaborate with participating 21st CCLC sites to design a locally relevant project that complements the sites’ curriculum and learning goals. NOAA partners will also provide 21st CCLC educators with the opportunity to learn more about NOAA and NAAEE resources and environmental education focused around STEM throughout the project. 

eeBLUE Watershed STEM Education Partnership grant projects:
use best practices for STEM education and MWEEs, engage students in hands-on environmental education opportunities that emphasize project based learning, maximize youth voice and empowerment, and include opportunities for student reflection and meaning-making. They will draw on NOAA scientific information and resources and promote student interest in STEM careers
Robust, two- way partnerships between environmental education organizations and their 21stCCLC partners
include opportunities for mutual sharing of expertise between environmental education providers and 21st CCLC staff;
address specific 21st CCLC site program objectives (such as increasing student engagement and achievement, supporting college and career readiness, responding to family members' needs)
engage  21st CCLC staff in capacity building and project implementation
Occur in non-school hours
are implemented as academic enrichment during non-school hours; The interventions will vary in timing and duration, depending on the needs and availability of the sites. For an after school program a typical session could be 1-2 hours per week over a 6 to 10 week period. A single project could involve multiple sessions with school year and summer programming.
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California: 
Mendocino, Sonoma, Napa, 
Marin, Solano, San Francisco, 
Contra Costa, Sacramento, San 
Mateo, Alameda, San Joaquin, 
Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, 
Monterey, San Benito, Merced, 
Madera, Fresno, San Luis 
Obispo, Tulare, Santa Barbara, 
Stanislaus County, and Ventura, 
CA.

Gulf of Mexico:
located in the states of Alabama, Florida, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, or Texas

New England:
states of Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, or Vermont.

PROGRAM GEOGRAPHY

Chesapeake Bay: 
located in states that indicated 
support for the "Student Goal" 
(Meaningful Watershed 
Educational Experiences -
MWEEs) as a part of the
Chesapeake Bay Agreement . 
This includes all school districts 
(not only those in the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed) in 
Delaware, District of Columbia, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, and 
Virginia. 

Great Lakes:
states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin

Hawaii:
State of Hawaii

Pacific Northwest:
states of Oregon, Washington, or 
Alaska.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SEE APPENDIX 1 of the RFP

California:
21st CCLC sites served must be located in Mendocino, Sonoma, Napa, Marin, Solano, San Francisco, Contra Costa, Sacramento, San Mateo, Alameda, San Joaquin, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Monterey, San Benito, Merced, Madera, Fresno, San Luis Obispo, Tulare, Santa Barbara, and Ventura, CA.


Grants from NAAEE will enable NOAA partners to provide access to dynamic academic enrichment experiences to approximately 40 21st CCLC program sites in these areas. 

Program geography is primarily structured around the NOAA B-WET program watershed regions where NOAA has established partnerships with experienced environmental education providers and personnel ready to support projects. In some states this opportunity will be limited to some counties or specific watershed areas.

Not all areas of all states may be eligible. Note update to clarify Great Lakes watersheds of New York state. 

Projects will be competitively awarded and may not be funded in all states that are eligible

Do applicants need to be located in the areas identified in Appendix 1?
Applicants to this opportunity are not required to be located in the geographic areas identified in Appendix 1 of the RFP, but must partner with 21stCCLC sites in those areas. 
�How do applicants identify the watershed area of focus for their project? 
Program geography is structured around the NOAA B-WET program watershed regions, as defined in Appendix 1 of the RFP. Applicants will be asked to select one of these regions as their focus area in the application and projects should address topics and issues related to the selected watershed region. 
�



https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/goals/environmental_literacy
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▸ Check with your sta te  21st CCLC 
program for in form ation  about 
curren t gran tees

▸ Contact us if you  have  troub le  
find ing in form ation  and  we  can  
try to  he lp  m ake  connections

HOW TO FIND A 21st 
CCLC PARTNER

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will do our best to help match interested applicants with potential 21stCCLC site partners. However, due to the place-based nature of this program we can’t promise that there will be interested sites near potential applicants in all eligible areas. 

Working on a resource to help potential partners plan their work together based on the last implementation. More soon!

Hand it over to T‘Noya to discuss logistics for applying


https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/school-support-and-accountability/21st-century-community-learning-centers/contacts-21st-century-community-learning-centers/


COMPETITION TIMELINE
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January 29, 2024 – Request for proposals announced
March 29, 2024 – Request for proposals closes
April 1 - May 31, 2024 – Review and selection
June 1, 2024 – Funding decisions announced (anticipated)
July 1, 2024 – Funds available, earliest project start date

Projects should be planned for 18 months of 
implementation in 2024 and 2025. NAAEE anticipates funds 
will be available by July 1, 2024. All project activities should 
conclude by the end of the calendar year 2025 to allow for 
final reporting and evaluation activities to conclude in early 
2026.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
T’NOYA picks up here






Two Pathways 

Foundations
This pathway is intended for organizations seeking to develop 
capacity in out -of-school time environmental education and 
create new partnerships with 21st CCLC sites. Applicants to this 
pathway must demonstrate past experience implementing MWEEs 
in formal K -12 education as a B -WET grantee or partner. 
Experience working in out -of-school time is preferred but not 
required.

Extensions
Open to past recipients of Watershed STEM grants, this pathway is 
intended for organizations that want to build on existing work 
and established partnerships . Applicants should describe how 
the proposed project will leverage prior work and lessons learned 
to expand or further develop activities with 21st CCLC site 
partners. 12



Submitting Your Proposal
Proposals must be submitted via the NAAEE Submittable portal by 
Midnight EASTERN TIME, 3/29/24 . Please ensure that you select only
one of the two pathways: Foundations or Extensions.

The proposal package must include:
✓ a  de ta iled  descrip tion  of your project activitie s, 
specifica lly addressing how you will include  STEM based  
environm enta l educa tion  incorpora ting MWEEs and  support 
the  prioritie s of your 21st CCLC site  pa rtne rs;
✓ a  de ta iled  descrip tion  of project goa ls, de live rables, and  
how they will be  accom plished , including a  tim e line  and/or 
m ilestone  chart;
✓ a  budge t tab le  and  budge t na rra tive ;
✓ a  list of of p lanned  21st CCLC site  pa rtne rs; and
✓ le tte rs of com m itm ent from  21st CCLC site  pa rtne r 
program  directors and/or cente r/site  coord ina tor(s).

Le tte rs of collabora tion  from  NOAA program s(s) and  othe r m ajor 
project pa rtne rs a re  encouraged . Additiona l m a te ria ls, such  as 
curricu lum  or othe r docum ents, m ay be  subm itted  but m ay not be  
reviewed.

13

https://naaee.submittable.com/submit
https://naaee.submittable.com/submit


Funding Amount

▸ Applicants may apply for a total request of up to $100,000. 

▸ $25,000 is the minimum that may be requested for partnerships 

with a single 21st CCLC site. 

▸ Higher funding requests should reach multiple sites and/or 

demonstrate greater contact time or duration of project 

implementation at each site. 

▸ Funding requested should be appropriate for the number of sites 

to be served with the proposed project model, and applicants 

should justify the scale of project implementation in their 

proposals. 

▸ NAAEE aims to reach at least 40 21st CCLC sites each year through 

the portfolio of funded projects.

14



HOW PROJECTS WILL BE SELECTED

▸ NOAA partners will apply for funds from NAAEE 

▸ During the application period NOAA partners will 
reach out to local 21st CCLC sites to develop projects

▸ Interested 21st CCLC sites will need to provide a 
letter of collaboration to accompany the NOAA 
partner application for funds 

▸ Applications will go through a review process to 
assess the strength of the proposed project

15

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Interested NOAA partners in the selected geographic areas will recruit local 21st CCLC sites to participate. Interested 21st CCLC sites will need to provide a letter of commitment to accompany the NOAA partner application for funds. 
We have shared this information with eligible states so that 21st CCLC sites can also express interest and we can try to make connections to potential partners. 
21stCCLCs must be the audience of all programming and 21st CCLC site partners *must* be funded for the duration of the proposed partnership period 
Applications will go through a review process to assess the strength of the proposed project. As part of selection we will also weigh other factors such as geography, audience type, and project type, among others. 
Interested 21stCCLC sites are encouraged to consult with SEAs to ensure their participation is supported






Where to learn about past projects:
NAAEE Watershed STEM program website: 
https://naaee.org/programs/eeblue/21CCLC

You for Youth partnership archive page: an online 
professional learning community that provides resources 
for afterschool educators, supported by the U.S. 
Department of Education. This archive has information 
about 2017 pilot project and 2020 program. 
https://y4yarchives.org/stemchallenge/noaa

NOAA Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers Watershed STEM Education partnership website: 
https://www.noaa.gov/office -
education/bwet/partnerships/21stCCLC 16

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NAAEE home page includes includes grantee blogs, spotlights, evaluation results from the most recent round of implementation.


https://naaee.org/programs/eeblue/21CCLC
https://y4yarchives.org/stemchallenge/noaa
https://www.noaa.gov/office-education/bwet/partnerships/21stCCLC


Get inspired by eeBLUE's past initiatives and achievements!
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pilot project we implemented in 2017:
17 pilot projects, impacting 37 sites in 15 states 
Over 1,600 youth and 184 21st CCLC educators and staff explored and investigated their local watersheds 
Evaluation showed that projects excelled at making activities relevant to students’ lives and improved students’ understanding and awareness of the local watershed. 
Pilot grantees forged strong collaborations with local 21st CCLC sites, establishing relationships that have the potential to be sustained beyond the pilot program funding.
Evaluation showed that projects excelled at making activities relevant to students’ lives and improved students’ understanding and awareness of the local watershed. 
Pilot grantees forged strong collaborations with local 21st CCLC sites, establishing relationships that have the potential to be sustained beyond the pilot program funding.

Visit the Y4Y site for more info on the NOAA pilot projects.




https://naaee.org/programs/eeblue/past-initiatives
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NY7dh_sdFLE
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Questions?

▸ You may submit 
questions through the 
webinar

▸ Email us at 
eeBLUE@naaee.org for 
further questions and 
support!

▸ Q&A Session February 
29th, 3pm ET . Register 
here .

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re excited about the new potential partnerships we can support with this new opportunity. Thank you for joining and your interest in this program!

I would like to open it up now for questions and comments. Please submit your questions through the webinar Q&A module.
We also welcome additional comments and feedback at the email address on this slide. 
We are collecting all the submitted questions. If we don’t get a chance to respond to your question we will be sure to follow up individually or prepare a FAQ to address it.

If you are not eligible for this specific opportunity but interested in partnering with NOAA, please let us know! We can share resources with you to connect to local NOAA offices and programs that you can participate in near you! We also have  a lot of resources for how to design and implement MWEEs and other resources for environmental education activities in and around school grounds. 



https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rdbDdE7XTt22_DDeCtYKjQ


FOR MORE INFORMATION

▸ Competition information: 
https://naaee.org/programs/eeblue/eeblue -watershed -stem -
education -partnership -grant -program

▸ You for Youth partnership page: 
https://y4yarchives.org/stemchallenge/noaa

▸ NOAA MWEE Definition: 
https://www.noaa.gov/education/explainers/noaa -meaningful -watershed -
educational -experience

▸ Watershed Education Wonders Video (2021 -2023 Projects) 
https://youtu.be/NY7dh_sdFLE?si=zoSvmBA41alR25Bj

▸ Find out more about NAAEE’s work on environmental literacy and 
environmental education: naaee.org

19

https://naaee.org/programs/eeblue/eeblue-watershed-stem-education-partnership-grant-program
https://y4yarchives.org/stemchallenge/noaa
https://www.noaa.gov/education/explainers/noaa-meaningful-watershed-educational-experience
https://youtu.be/NY7dh_sdFLE?si=zoSvmBA41alR25Bj
http://naaee.org
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CONTACT INFORMATION:

Contacts for additional questions, 
comments, and feedback:

Bronwen Rice
NOAA Office of Education
Bronwen.Rice@noaa.gov

T'Noya Thompson 
North American Association for Environmental 
Education
tnoya@naaee.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for participating!


mailto:Bronwen.Rice@noaa.gov
mailto:tnoya@naaee.org
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